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sculptures, with carvings, and above all with painted frescoes
which are the glory of Indian art in their colouring, their beauty
of line and flowing draperies, and their wonderful vitality.

The great group of rock-cut temples at Ellora are some of them
Buddhist, some Jain, and some Hindu. The most famous is the
Kailasa temple, which has been described as the noblest Hindu
monument of ancient India. The whole temple, more than 160
feet long and 100 feet broad, is chiselled out of die rocky summit
of a hill. Walls and roof alike are of solid rock, elaborately carved
both inside and out, while in the courtyard stand pilkrs, ele-
phants, figures of gods and goddesses, sculptured from blocks left
standing for this purpose when the rest of the rock was hewn
away.

In the south the earliest existing examples of architecture and
sculpture date from the close of tie sixth century A.D. They in-
clude the remarkable * Seven Pagodas* in the Madras Presidency,
each of them a temple carved out of a single great rock-boulder
standing on the sea shore. Of a later elate are the imposing
temples of Southern India with their elaborate sculptured decora-
tion. This Dravidian architecture is very different in style from
that of the north, where the old temples are comparatively small,
in shape generally somewhat like a steeple with curving sides
built over a central shrine. The southern temples are on a much
larger scale with great towers, sculptured with a wealth of orna-
ment. They are often set in spacious courtyards entered through
lofty gateways (gopurams) which may dwarf the temple itself,

Mohammedan architecture is again of quite another character,
distinguished by its grandeur and symmetry of design, and by its
decorations of beautiful tracery. The Moslems introduced the use
of the dome, the arch, and the minaret, and combined them with
Hindu features and Hindu craftsmanship, producing an, out-
standing contribution to Indian art.

In contrast to a Hindu temple a Mohammedan mosque has no
shrine and no sculptured figures; it is an open court seroknided
by arcades, of which one side forms the sanctuary. The ruins of